
 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to our May newsletter 

Weõve just finished a tremendous School in Chillagoe, Queensland, with a 

diverse set of knowledge and skill sessions.  It was inspiring as always to 

be with Savannah Guides members, old and new, and some very welcome 

guests, all learning together. 

Lately Savannah Guides has been sharing the learning with Wet Tropics 

Tour Guides and some Indigenous businesses.  I hope you enjoy reading 

about some of our recent activities. 

Savannah Guides President, Ben Humphries 

Chillagoe takes us ñFrom Caves to Cosmosò 
 

Chillagoeôs incredible surroundings provided a fascinating backdrop to the 18-21 April Savannah Guides 
School.  Our group really enjoyed their cave touring, historical tour including to a working marble quarry 
and night at the observatory among the many field trips . 
Of course our networking was in full swing with participants including Life Member Tom Warnes and Board 
Members Ben, Ivor, Amanda and the committed Ken who drove well into Thursday night to make the 
school. Sam Boswell made it to her first School and there were strong contingents from Capricorn Caves, 
Oz Tours and Wilderness Challenge.  Between the local pub, observatory and our own Town Hall party a 
good time was had by all.  Some other great memories include: 
¶ Ken driving the Savannahlander Train and John and Rick from Oz Toursô valuable heavy vehicle recovery 

demonstration and sparkling Andyôs catering! 

¶ Presentations on Chillagoeôs Geological Timeline, Northern Gulf Resource Management Groupôs landcare 
initiat ives, the meaning of bird names, Frogs and Reptiles of the Savannahs with Mike Anthony and ñWho 
Do You Think You Are? ï The Life of Starsò, a Jim Fitzgerald special complete with great props.   
¶ Andrew Packer of Wilderness Challenge taking out the Twitchathon Alpha Birder Prize AGAIN! 
¶ Tommy Prior and his amazing restored Ford collection that Kevin Lyons just couldnôt leave. 
¶ ñVerticalô and ñHorizontalò Adventure Caving challenges with the Chillagoe Caving Club.  The new Court 

House Police Museum and restoration announcement about Chillagoe Railway Station. 
¶ Touring the magnificent Royal Arch & Trezkin caves with QPWS Rangers 

Mick and our first QPWS Site Interpreter Doug Davidson (pictured) . 
Congratulations to all of the newly accredited guides (see page 3) including 
new Savannah Guides Rick Edwards and Ken Fairbairn, and welcome to our 
new participants.  
Chillagoe was our 52nd Savannah Guides School and we hope to see all of 
our members and friends at a school before long! 

  

PO Box 2312 Cairns QLD 4870   Phone: 0408 772 513    

E-mail: info@savannah -guides.com.au   Web site: www.savannah -guides.com.au  May 2013 

SAVANNAH GUIDES 
Savannah Guides is a network of professional tour guides with a collective in-depth knowledge of the natural and cultural assets of Northern 

Australia. It is a not-for-profit company with enterprise and individual members. Savannah Guides works with many of Australia's leading 

tourism, environmental and community organisations to pursue its mission: 

Being an economically sound, community based, professional body maintaining high standards of: interpretation and public education; training 

and guiding leadership; and through the promotion of ecologically sustainable tourism principles, enhancing regional lifestyles and 

encouraging the protection and conservation of the natural and cultural resources of the Tropical Savannahs of Northern Australia.  
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SAVANNAH GUIDES IS ON FACEBOOK 

 

Our Facebook page is alive and well ï please ñLikeò 

us and stay in touch!  We are looking for members 

who can add posts and build our following.  Can you 

help spread the social media word?   

Please visit the Facebook page or contact SGL 
Manager Russell! 

The next  

SAVANNAH GUIDES SCHOOL 
is in 

Alice Springs NT 

12-15 October 2013 
...more details soon! 

RESPONSIBLE TOURISM 
Our Opportunity 

Savannah Guides has the principles of Responsible 

Tourism at its core in our Mission and Vision, in many ways 

ahead of its time.  As world travellers become more aware 

of the importance of putting something back into local 

communities and supporting environmentally friendly 

businesses, we need to develop the way we tell the story 

of our organisation and members. 

We currently have access to an international expert in this 

field and are looking for your ideas on how we can: 

ü Help members give their guests take-home 

sustainability messages and motivations 

ü Increase our commitment to sustainable activities 

ü Improve the marketing of our environmental and 

cultural roles in the community 

World Responsible Tourism Day 

Lƴ ƻǳǊ ƭŀǎǘ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ ǿŜ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜŘ {ŀǾŀƴƴŀƘ DǳƛŘŜǎΩ 

participation in World Responsible Tourism Day at the 

Nitmiluk School.  This is a worldwide movement and we 

encourage all members to consider how they and their 

enterprise can become involved. 

Please see http://www.wtmwrtd.com/   

What kind of cooperative approach can we take to 

promoting the message of Responsible Tourism every day 

and on ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ²ƻǊƭŘ wŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ¢ƻǳǊƛǎƳ 5ŀȅ ƻƴ 

November 6, 2013?  

Please contact Manager Russ with your ideas. 

JULIE CARMODY RESEARCHES 
SAVANNAH GUIDES 

Our long term Friend and contributor Julie 
Carmody, now with the Reef and Rainforest 
Research Centre (RRRC) has published a paper 
about Savannah Guides in the Journal of 
Sustainable Tourism. 
Here is the link to the article on the Savannah 
Guides Professional Development Schools 
http://www .tandfonline.com/eprint/B4eB8KqKNb
DP2C4H45Cc/full                                 Thanks Julie! 

Kerryann, Tracey, Amanda and Julie in Chillagoe 

 
 
 
 
 

Savannah Guide School Ideas  
It's about creating symbiotic relations between organisations. We 
have an absolute advantage being able to network and gain valuable 
knowledge and experience from other guides. This taps into an 
endless source of knowledge. 
At Schools we make new contacts and friends and ensure that the 
same standard is maintained across all guides and operators. 
I feel like the Savannah Guides are like a keystone animal, the 
Cassowary - if it disappears many plants in the rainforest would also 
disappear. If Guides are not trained the standard will drop and we 
will resort back to being a country that offers a poor interpretation 
of our past and present.                          Rick Edwards 

 

http://www.wtmwrtd.com/
http://www.tandfonline.com/eprint/B4eB8KqKNbDP2C4H45Cc/full
http://www.tandfonline.com/eprint/B4eB8KqKNbDP2C4H45Cc/full
http://www.facebook.com/savannahguides
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Savannah Guides Stars! 
Celebrate some of our leading members, acknowledged with Savannah Guides Awards and Accreditation: 

2012 BARRY KUBALA  

FUTURE LEADERS AWARD 
aƛŎƪ /ƭŀǊƪ ǿŀǎ ŀǿŀǊŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ {ŀǾŀƴƴŀƘ DǳƛŘŜǎ CǳǘǳǊŜ [ŜŀŘŜǊΩǎ 

Award at the Nitmiluk School.  The aim of this award is to develop 

a younger, up and coming, mentored, active, member that can be 

a role model for others and a future leader for Savannah Guides 

Limited.  wƻŘ [ƻǿ aƻǿΣ aƛŎƪΩǎ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜǊ ŀǘ !ŘŜƭΩǎ DǊƻǾŜΣ Ƙŀǎ 

commended Mick on his responsible and capable approach to all 

tasks.  Mick has also continued to step up at Savannah Guides 

Schools, assisting in a range of ways at every opportunity. 

Congratulations Mick ς you are a great role model and we look 

forward to your continued involvement. 

 

 
Mick Clark on the Northern Rockhole Walk 

Nitmiluk National Park 

2012 VAL SPEEDIE MEMORIAL  

TOUR GUIDE OF THE YEAR AWARD 
b¢ LƳƳŜǊǎƛƻƴǎΩ aŀǘǘ [ŜƛƎƘ was the inaugural winner of this award 

ŀǘ ǘƘŜ bƛǘƳƛƭǳƪ {ŎƘƻƻƭΦ  aŀǘǘΩǎ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜǊ aƛŎƪ WŜǊǊŀƳ ǎǳōƳƛǘǘŜd a 

glowing endorsement of Matt. 

A Savannah Guide, Matt receives very positive feedback from his 

guests on overnight canoe trips on the Katherine River and walking 

trips on the Jatbula Trail.  Risk management, quality interpretation 

ŀƴŘ ƳŀȄƛƳƛǎƛƴƎ ƎǳŜǎǘǎΩ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ 

ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘ ȊƻƴŜ ŀǊŜ aŀǘǘΩǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭǘƛŜǎΦ 

Congratulations, Matt, your skills and approach are a great 

example to all of us! 

 

 
Matt Leigh presents on conducting overnight 

walking tours at the Nitmiluk School 

Please remember that Savannah Guides is your 
vehicle for continual professional development.   
Consider how you can: 
ü Be nominated for a Savannah Guides award ς these will 

be announced again at our October School 
ü Upgrade your accreditation from Site or Roving 

Interpreter to Savannah Guide through contributing to 
Savannah Guides activities and its Mission 

ü Stand for election to the Board 
ü Join us in a project to assist developing businesses or 

integrate Responsible Tourism into member activities 
ü Contribute to the newsletter 
Ask Russell or a Savannah Guides Board member for details. 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
Guides Accredited at the Chillagoe School: 
 

Ken Fairbairn Savannah Guide 
Rick Edwards Savannah Guide 
Andrew Packer Roving Interpreter 

Andrew James Roving Interpreter 

Chris Knol Site Interpreter 
Kevin Lyons Site Interpreter 
Doug Davidson Site Interpreter 
Rohana Bell Site Interpreter 
Kerryann Flohr Site Interpreter 

John Colless Site Interpreter 
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About Savannahs ï by John Colless of Wetherby Station 

What is a Savannah? 

¶ Wikipedia -ά{ŀǾŀƴƴŀƘ ƛǎ ŀ ƎǊŀǎǎƭŀƴŘ ŜŎƻǎȅǎǘŜƳέΦ {ŀǾŀƴƴŀƘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ƎǊŀǎǎƭŀƴŘΣ ƻǇŜƴ ŎŀƴƻǇȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǎŎŀǘǘŜǊŜŘ ǘǊŜŜǎ ƻǊ 
treed.  

¶ ά¢ƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ ǎŀǾŀƴƴŀƘ ƛǎ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭƭȅ ŎƻƳŜ ŦǊƻm an Arawak (Central and Southern American people) 
ǿƻǊŘ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōƛƴƎ άƭŀƴŘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘǊŜŜǎ ōǳǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƳǳŎƘ ƎǊŀǎǎέ.  Bȅ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ муллǎ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŜŀƴ άƭŀƴŘ 
ǿƛǘƘ ōƻǘƘ ƎǊŀǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŜŜǎΦέ 

¶ ά{ǇŀƴƛǎƘ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜǊǎ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ ǎŀōŀƴŀ ŦƻǊ ŀǊŜŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻƭƻƴƛǎŜŘ ƛƴ {ƻǳǘƘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΦέ 

¶ Another term commonly used in Australia and America to define Savannah is Rangeland. A definition for 
Rangeland is similar to Savannah: άwŀƴƎŜƭŀƴŘǎ ŀǊŜ Ǿŀǎǘ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ƎǊŀǎǎƭŀƴŘǎΣ ǎƘǊǳōƭŀƴŘǎΣ 
woodlands, weǘƭŀƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǎŜǊǘǎΦέ 

¶ {ŀǾŀƴƴŀƘ ŎƻǾŜǊǎ ŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ тр҈ ƻŦ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀ ŀƴŘ ƻǾŜǊ ол҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƭŀƴŘ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜΦ 
Activities on Savannah 
Economic, cultural and social activities carried out 
sustainably on Savannah include: 

¶ Grazing cattle and sheep (A$5b per annum) 

¶ Mining- minerals and coal (A$12b per annum) 

¶ Coal seam gas and oil extraction 

¶ Agriculture and horticulture in favoured pockets 

¶ Timber from native forests 

¶ Fishing 

¶ Tourism, travel and camping 

¶ Education and interpretation 

¶ Cultural - indigenous people on communities 

¶ Carbon sequestration 
Threats to Savannah 
Existing and emerging threats to the sustainable future of the precious 
Savannahs. 

¶ Human pressure ς over clearing of native vegetation, poorly 
designed and maintained roads and fire breaks leading to erosion 
and stream runoff. 

¶ Fire - wild fires or uncontrolled out of season burn offs. 

¶ Grazing and browsing animals such as camels, goats, cattle, sheep, 
horses and donkeys which can destroy fragile vegetation. 

¶ Exotic plants including rubber vine, prickly acacia, prickly pear, 
ƳŜǎǉǳƛǘŜΣ ƭŀƴǘŀƴŀΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ƎǊŀǎǎŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ Ǝƛŀƴǘ ǊŀǘΩǎ ǘŀƛƭΣ ōǳŦŦŜƭ 
grass, gamba and grader grass. 

¶ Feral animals which have been imported from overseas - cane 
toads, fox, rabbit, pig, camel.   

¶ Biota such as imported bees, crazy and electric ants, fungi and fish 
(tilapia, European Carp) 

¶ Climate change and global warming.  Greenhouse effect leading to 
timber thickening and vegetation change. 

The future 
We as Savannah Guides and all Australians will need to work together 
to understand, interpret, communicate and educate to sustainably 
manage and preserve our valued Savannah into the future. The future 
ƛǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƛŦ ǿŜ ƭƻƻƪ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƻǳǊ άōǊƛǘǘƭŜέ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΣ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅƛƴƎ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ 
and applying sound solutions.  
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Thoughts About Climate 
 

Climate change is upon us as ŀ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ ǘƘǊŜŀǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ 
ecology and human lifestyles in the coming years.  Learn 
more at: www.climatecodered.org/ 
This book is also of interest to all of us on the planet: 

Systematic short -termism: Climate, capitalism and democracy   

by Jorgen Randers 

 

This is the third book in a series ï see the others here: 

¶ Plus 2°C in 2052. What to do?   

¶ Forty more years of slow growth  

Guide Profiles for SGL Website 
WANTED! 

²ŜΩǊŜ ǇǳǘǘƛƴƎ profiles of some accredited members 

on the Savannah Guides website to personalise our 

message. Can you help? Please send 200-250 words 

about your guiding history and specialities and 

perhaps a favourite place or tour moment PLUS a nice 

image to info@savannah-guides.com.au. 

 

SAVANNAH GUIDES PARTNERSHIPS 
 

Savannah Guides Limited has a range of valued partners who assist our organisation work towards its mission: 
Our Corporate Partners 
QPWS & NT Parks and Wildlife ς support our schools through expert presentations and participation and continually 
liaise with Savannah Guides on access and park monitoring issues. 
Tourism NT ς ƭƻƴƎ ǘŜǊƳ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎƛƴƎ {ŀǾŀƴƴŀƘ DǳƛŘŜǎ [ƛƳƛǘŜŘΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ 
of experiences in the NT.  The central marketing body for NT tourism product so closely linked to our NT members. 
Savannah Way Limited ς promotes the Cairns to Broome drive route 
ŀƴŘ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ {D[ ŜƴǘŜǊǇǊƛǎŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΣ ǿƘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ άCǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƻŦ 
{ŀǾŀƴƴŀƘ ²ŀȅέ ƭŜǾŜƭ {ŀǾŀƴƴŀƘ ²ŀȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇΦ 
Price Waterhouse Coopers, Townsville ς leading accountancy firm who 
provide probono services to complete our Annual Financial Review. 
OM4 ς website design company providing the SGL website platform. 
 

Our Project Partners 
Wet Tropics Management Authority ς protectors and presenters of the 
ancient rainforests in north Queensland who contract Savannah Guides 
to run tour guide workshops for rainforest guides. 
Indigenous Business Australia ς supports our Indigenous Business 
Partnerships program with the Townsville Cultural Centre. 
Other Government Agencies ς Commonwealth, NT and Queensland 
departments have provided funding and guidance. 
 

Members are encouraged to contact Manager Russ with partnership 

ideas or to get involved.                                                                                           

 

 
 

 

vt²{Ω aƛŎƪ /ƻŎƪōǳǊƴ ŀǘ /ƘƛƭƭŀƎƻŜ 

http://www.climatecodered.org/
http://www.climatecodered.org/2012/11/systematic-short-termism-climate.html
http://www.climatecodered.org/2012/11/plus-2c-in-2052-what-to-do.html
http://www.climatecodered.org/2012/11/forty-more-years-of-slow-growth.html
http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-sYn_MYOpbrA/UKr0P4izwOI/AAAAAAAAApU/CjfBSi5rsKo/s1600/2052_cover.jpg
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WET TROPICS TOUR GUIDE PROGRAM  
Savannah Guides has been working with the Wet Tropics Management 
Authority to develop the Wet Tropics Tour Guide Program.  The 
program includes two day Field Schools, day famils and workshops, an 
online course developed by Industry Accreditation and a social media 
network of guides. 

Field Schools have now been held in the Daintree in December 2012 

and Yungaburra in March 2013. These and the overall program have 

been a great success.  Some highlights have included tree kangaroos, 

Jungle Canopy Surfing, night spotting, dawn canoeing, insightful 

presentations and workshops, and Tai Chi with Allan Gillanders! 

 We are already seeing crossovers in attendance with some of the 

regiƻƴΩǎ {ŀǾŀƴƴŀƘ DǳƛŘŜǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀǘǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇǎ ŀƴŘ ²Ŝǘ 

Tropics participants coming to the Chillagoe Savannah Guides School.  

Congratulations and thanks to these guides for bringing your input. 

This is a very positive expansion of the Savannah Guides model and we 

look forward to seeing more of our mates in the rainforest. 

For more details see: www.wettropics.gov.au/tour-guide-training 
 

 
 

 
5ǊŜǿ aƻǊǘŀΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘƛǾŜ ǿŀƭƪ ŀǘ [ŀƪŜ 9ŀŎƘŀƳ and  

Piggy Pavlov cracking them up in the Daintree 

 
PRESIDENT BEN LEADS THE WAY  

in NT Parks Week 2013 activities. 

NT members looking to participate in 2014 

should contact Ben on 

benjamin.humphries@nt.gov.au 

http://www.wettropics.gov.au/tour-guide-training
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Greetings from Roving Interpreter Ian Pascoe of Outback Aussie Tours 
As well as our regular tours to The Gulf Country, The Corner Country, and 
Outback Queensland, Outback Aussie Tours does individualised trips for 
special interest groups, and I would like to tell you about some of our 
experiences. When I say we, I refer to the team at OAT as well as my wife 
Carol who Alan sends on lot of the tours as hostess. All of these trips with 
the exception of the last one were operated in one of our two MAN 4WD 
coaches. 

The first of these trips was in May when we left Longreach for Cooktown 
via the back-tracks through Richmond, Porcupine Gorge, The Lynd and 
Mount Molloy. We spent several days exploring Cooktown and the MAN 
4WD coach proved its credentials when it climbed to the lighthouse in low 
range. This was a highlight for many of the passengers. Leaving Cooktown 
we travelled the Bloomfield Track to Cape Tribulation for a night before 
ending in Cairns. 

The second trip in June started in Rockhampton & ended in Longreach, including Carnarvon Gorge, Thargomindah, Tibooburra, 
/ŀƳŜǊƻƴΩǎ /ƻǊƴŜǊΣ LƴƴŀƳƛƴŎƪŀ ŀƴŘ .ƛǊŘǎǾƛƭƭŜΦ Lǘ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ŀǎ ǿŜ ƭŜŦǘ LƴƴŀƳƛƴŎƪŀ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǾŜƴǎ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ 
massive thunderstorm. Thank god for 4WD coaches. Some of the water-courses were running nearly a meter deep, but luckily 
not very wide across. We were late into Birdsville that night. The next day we ventured out to the base of Big Red, something 
which had not been possible for 3 years due to the huge amount of water they had experienced in the region. Everyone climbed 
Big Red & had a great time, but on the return trip our tyres had churned up the sand & we got bogged. No amount of 4WD was 
ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇΣ ǳƴǘƛƭ ŀ ŎƘŀǇ ŎŀƳŜ ŀƭƻƴƎ ƛƴ ŀ /ƘŜǾǾȅ {ƛƭǾŜǊŀŘƻ ǿƛǘƘ Řǳŀƭ ǊŜŀǊ ǿƘŜŜƭǎ ϧ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ ŀ ǎƴŀǘŎƘΦ L ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǘƻƻ ƻǇǘƛƳƛǎǘƛc until 
he produced the biggest snatch strap I have ever seen (about 120mm wide). When the strap took-up the rear wheels on his ute 
lifted 600mm off the ground, but we were out in one snatch.  When we left Birdsville the next morning the road was in terrible 
condition due to the rain & on reaching Windorah we found they had closed the road soon after we left Birdsville. The group 
enjoyed some time in Longreach before taking The Spirit of The Outback back to Rockhampton. 

The third trip in July was basically a Corner Country Trip which started in Longreach and ended in Sydney. We travelled through 
Birdsville, Innamincka, Tibooburra and Broken Hill, staying in each town & exploring the attractions. I had never driven a coach in 
Sydney before, and only go there in my own vehicle about every 2-3 years. The Satellite Navigation proved its worth. However, 
the drop-off point was the Metro-on-Pitt Hotel in Pitt Street right in the centre of the CBD at 8PM on a Friday night. L ǿƻƴΩǘ ǎŀȅ 
anymore except that I got back to Longreach unscathed. 

The fourth trip in August was for a special interest walking group who wanted to travel from Longreach to Darwin with some 
walks in between.  They did walks at Cape Crawford (after helicoptering in) and Nitmiluk & Kakadu National Parks.  The fifth trip 
in September followed on from Darwin. Alan Smith joined us on this magic trip - a group from Darwin to Brome via the 
Kimberley. We spent 3 nights in Kununurra, then onto El Questro & Home Valley Stations. Other stops were Purnululu National 
Park (Bungle Bungles) & Fitzroy Crossing before spending 3 magic nights in Broome, with the highlight being a night of 
entertainment by 3 of The Pigram Brothers at our farewell dinner. Top marks to Alan for arranging that finale before the group 
flew home the next morning. 

The sixth & final trip I would like to share with you was in November for a scientific group from Sydney. This was operated in our 
48 seat Mercedes coach due to the size of the group. Their tour was in 2 parts. Firstly to explore the Dinosaur Trail around 
Winton, Richmond & Hughenden with an invited palaeontologist as host & guide. He took us onto a dig site where one of the 
group unearthed a neck vertebrae from a long necked dinosaur as well as many other fossils. The second part of their tour was to 
observe the total solar eclipse from the best spot in Australia for viewing (just south of Cooktown). They were based at Palm 
Cove for 6 nights but on the eve of the eclipse they had set up an overnight luxury campsite in the bush. This part was hosted & 
guided by an invited astronomer. The total tour took two weeks, and will go down as one of my most memorable experiences 
with Outback Aussie Tours. 

What does 2013 hold for Carol & me? Well we are becoming tourists ourselves for the next few months, with 10 days in Fiji in 
March, and 23 days in South Africa, Namibia, and Botswana in May.  June will see me heading back to Longreach, where Alan has 
me lined up for another 3 special interest tours (two to Cape York and one to The Flinders Ranges in South Australia), along with 
the regular tours. 

I hope you all have an enjoyable & busy season - Regards Ian Pascoe. 

  

 

Ian and Carol Pascoe in Cooktown 


